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What a ‘carve up’!
So here we are..... the Autumn of our first year outside the EU has crept up on us almost
unnoticed and everything has settled down – or so we thought!
Then, as the trade negotiations descend into what can only be described as a ‘monumental
cock-up’, our Conservative government has decided that the Withdrawal Agreement which
Boris Johnson and his cohorts persuaded Parliament was the perfect solution for Northern
Ireland and us all - and went on to persuade the electorate the same - has somehow morphed
into a disastrous treaty from which EU will impose a “blockade” in the Irish sea and that
Brussels could “carve up our country” and “seriously endanger peace and stability” in
Northern Ireland.
Strange how no one spotted this in the months before they signed it.........
This all erupted as the Government introduced its Internal Market Bill, which seeks to allow the UK to override
key elements of the already agreed Withdrawal Agreement. Legal experts and MPs are saying this will break
international law and the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.
Far from the EU ‘carving up our country’, the devolved governments of the UK, plus MPs and constitutional
experts, appear to be of the opinion that the Internal Market Bill itself will do just that.
And, of course, if Boris and his ministers are allowed to ride roughshod over the Northern Ireland part of the
Withdrawal Agreement, what is there to stop them doing to the same to the rest of it?
On behalf of all citizens and support groups in the EU and UK, BiE has published this more detailed analysis
of what this all means:

British in Europe and the3million were dismayed to hear the Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland stand up in the House of Commons on 8 September to confirm that it
is the UK’s intention to break international law and breach the agreed and ratified terms
of the Northern Ireland Protocol and to see that confirmed in the Internal Market bill
published on 9 September.
The most immediate impact of this announcement will of course be felt in the island of Ireland, North
and South, where it has given rise to all sorts of concerns including as to the possibility of renewed
violence. As a coalition of citizens’ groups, British in Europe, and the3million, the largest grass roots
organisation representing EU citizens in the UK, we would like to express our solidarity with the citizens
of all Ireland in the face of this dangerous volte - face.
However, we would also like to draw attention to the knock-on effect the announcement may well have
for those whom we represent.
After Theresa May rejected, before the start of the Withdrawal Agreement negotiations, the option simply
to confirm automatically the existing rights of over 5 million EU and UK citizens living in the UK and the
EU, this group of 5 million people have been anxiously waiting to know whether they would be able to
continue to live their lives with their families and their livelihoods in the countries where they reside.
more......
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Together we have spent four years in limbo, with the spectre of the UK leaving the EU without a deal on
citizens’ rights lasting until the end of last year.
In January 2020 we finally hoped that the signature and the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement
meant that our worst fears would not be realised and that we would at least salvage enough of our rights to
live our lives broadly as before and have relative certainty about what those rights would be.
We knew that implementation would be challenging in all 30 EU and EEA countries plus Switzerland but
hoped that with good faith on both sides most of us would finally have some peace of mind about our futures
by the end of 2021 at the latest.
It appears that this hope was naïve. With this simple but devastating statement in the House of Commons
and the publication of the draft bill, all certainty has vanished.
Since Sunday night we have been receiving anxious enquiries from our members about what a breach of
the Northern Ireland Protocol could mean for the implementation of the citizens’ rights chapter of the
Withdrawal Agreement and for their futures.
It is particularly worrying for the hundreds of thousands of UK nationals living in the EU member states
which are following the UK’s lead and requiring them to reapply for their status and rights – especially
where implementation has not started. France, home to the second largest population of UK nationals in the
EU, falls into this category.
In the UK, the3million has been encouraging EU citizens to apply for status via the EU settlement scheme
believing their right to live, work and access services in the UK to be secure. The UK government risks
further eroding the trust that EU citizens have in the safety that settled status will provide them.
The statement in the House of Commons and the published bill send a clear message to the EU that if
the UK does not intend to honour one critical part of the Withdrawal Agreement, it cannot be trusted to
implement other parts of the Agreement, including on citizens’ rights. The calls that followed from some
Conservative MPs for the Agreement to be scrapped reinforced that message.
The Member States will rightly now question whether the UK will honour its obligations towards over three
million EU citizens living within its borders. Levels of trust were already low but this unprecedented act
of bad faith towards our nearest neighbours and partners throws 1.2 million UK nationals living in the EU
under the bus yet again. The extent to which trust has been undermined by the UK government’s actions this
week is clear in the very frank statement from Commission Vice-President Šefčovič on 10 September:
“By putting forward this Bill, the UK has seriously damaged trust between the EU and the UK.”
Dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic and the worst economic recession in fifty years was bad enough.
Dealing with the consequences of the actions of a government that acts with no regard for the security of its
nationals abroad, nor apparently for the rule of law, will be infinitely worse.
We now ask Prime Minister Johnson to do the decent thing and make an urgent statement in the House
confirming that the UK will honour its obligations towards EU nationals in the UK and its own citizens living
in the EU in the full spirit and to the letter of the Withdrawal Agreement. We appreciate that any statement
by the Prime Minister would now count for very little. The statement by the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland and the publication of the draft internal market bill cannot be undone. However, as the EU pointed
out in its statement yesterday, “it is now up to the UK government to re-establish… trust.”
Confirming that the UK will honour all its commitments under the citizens’ rights chapter of the Withdrawal
Agreement would be a start to that process and should be done as a matter of urgency.
We also call on EU countries to stand by their obligations to us under the Withdrawal Agreement, and
thereby reaffirm the importance of the rule of law and of honouring the promises that were made to us.
Together, both of our organisations shall continue to press the UK government to show that the UK still
stands for decency by keeping its word and honouring its obligations to citizens in full.
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Look out! - it’s the ‘old bill’ again.....

Have you been following progress of the Immigration and Social Security Coordination (EU
Withdrawal) Bill 2020 ?
According to the Government’s web site, the Bill ends the EU’s rules on free movement and will make citizens
from the EU, the EEA EFTA states of Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein and Switzerland, and their family
members, subject to UK immigration controls. This has far reaching implications for any UK citizen with an
EU national family who may want to move back to the UK. For example, from March 2022 our non-UK family
members would come under tough British immigration rules. For example, minimum annual income must be
£18,600 more, but a partner’s income will only count if they have been earning in the UK for more than six
months.
With the Bill reaching report stage in the House of Lords later this month, we need to encourage peers to vote
for the amendment that opposition parties have agreed to put forward for BiE. The lawyers at BiE have helped
draft the three amendments to the bill:
The first would prevent loss of the existing right of UK citizens who
moved to the EEA to return with families they have made there.
The second and third would prevent the Bill’s regulation-making
powers from being used to breach the UK/EU Withdrawal
Agreement.
The full text of the amendments can be downloaded as a pdf from
this link: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/bie-ammendment.pdf

House of Lords Members debate EU Withdrawal
Bill September 2019. Copyright House of Lords
2019 / Photography by Roger Harris

It is critical we get Peers on our side if the amendments are to succeed, so we are asking you to write to
your Peer, and ask UK based family members to send. The following is a template prepared by BiE which
you can copy or rewrite to your preference. Please get your UK-based families to write as well, adapting
it to their situation - especially if they are a parent of a UK national in the EU who is worried about facing
old age and possible infirmity without their child being there to care for them.
I am writing to ask you to support British in Europe’s amendment to the Immigration Bill which
would reverse a change in the law that is causing me, and thousands of others in my position, great
anxiety for my family’s future.
[ INSERT HERE A BRIEF OUTLINE of your personal situation. For example: you are a British
citizen living in Germany with your German husband and your children; you have parents in
the UK who may well need care as they become older and more frail in future; your husband has
parents in Germany who may also need future care. Describe your own situation here and give
more details if you can. Say more about how you feel about the dilemma that you may face in
future. ]
Like all other British citizens who moved to the EU while Britain was a member, I had - and expected
to keep - an almost unfettered right to return to the UK with my family. At the time I left the UK, my
parents were safe in the knowledge that I could always come back should the need arise.
Many of us met a non-UK partner while in the EU and made a family with them believing, rightly,
that our family would remain united wherever we lived.
Unless this Bill is amended this right will be removed on March 29th 2022, creating impossible
choices for me and thousands of families like mine and even more ‘Skype children’.
The Government’s answer is that they have given us fifteen months from the end of transition to
return with our families to the UK. Even ignoring the massive practical difficulties of uprooting
adults from work and children from school at a time when there may be no need to do so, as
Baroness Hamwee put it so well in Committee:
“I simply ask the Minister what she would advise a couple, one British and one an EU national, who
both have elderly parents. She is suggesting that they should pick between them for future care by
the end of 2022. Is this really a humane approach?”
You can download a Word copy of this from: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/lobby-a-peer.docx
more......
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You can download a list of Peers here: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/lords-list.docx
Please choose from this list and send him/her your email. You can choose one you
know, one who is local to you, peers from a particular party, several picked at random,
or the entire list mailed over several days if you have time.
But please note: Bulk emails are not accepted. If more than 6 copies of the
same email are received, all will be deleted.
When using the generic email address, subject line header “For the
Attention of Lord XXXX”
To find the correct way of addressing a peer, go to this Government link:
https://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/whos-in-the-house-of-lords/how-to-address-a-lord/

Pending Actions - General Court of the EU

British in Europe has applied to intervene in two actions being brought in the General Court of the EU about
the EU Council decision of 30 January 2020 to conclude the Withdrawal Agreement.
Shindler v Council was filed with the General Court on 30 March 2020 and seeks either the annulment of the
Council decision concluding the Withdrawal Agreement in its entirety (which we do not support as the result
would be Brexit with no deal on citizens’ rights) or alternatively its annulment only insofar as it distinguishes
automatically and generally, without any test of proportionality, between EU citizens and United Kingdom
citizens from 1 February 2020.
JU v Council was filed with the General Court on 23 April 2020
and seeks the annulment of the EU Council decision concluding
the Withdrawal Agreement only insofar as it deprives UK nationals
of their status as EU citizens and the rights that they have as
EU citizens without their consent and without due process. The
application argues that EU citizenship is the fundamental status
of EU citizens and that it thus personal in nature. Once it vests or
is acquired, the applicants argue that it does not automatically fall
away following Brexit and that no person can be deprived of their
EU citizenship and their rights as EU citizens arbitrarily.
These applications have been brought by a number of individuals, some of whom do not live in the EU. BiE
has taken the view that as the coalition that has been accepted by both the EU and the UK as representing UK
nationals in the EU, it should be in the room when these arguments are considered.
We will keep you all informed via the ECREU newsletter of what is happening as the cases progress.
However, we will not engage in any debate in social media or elsewhere on the merits of the cases themselves
or our intervention. The long practical experience of the lawyers on the BiE steering committee has taught us
that such discussions are best had in court and not by giving our opponents advance insight into our thinking.
In making these applications, BiE is represented pro bono by the Brussels office of the well-known
international law firm White & Case LLP. The team there is being led by Nicholas Forwood QC, himself
formerly a judge of the General Court, together with partners Genevra Forwood and Jacqueline MacLennan,
and associate, Kate Keliher. BiE has been very fortunate to obtain this exceptionally high level of
representation and is really grateful to White & Case and to the individual lawyers involved for agreeing to
take us on and for all their hard work.
British in Europe, September 2020
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Brexit Done?....Don't Bank on it!

The question of UK bank accounts has reared it's head in the media again.
As it lurches towards the end of the transition period, Boris's Government
has yet to negotiate terms for transferring money and pensions from UK
to citizens living in the EU, known as 'passporting'.
We have been writing about this in our newsletters since early 2018, yet we are no
closer to knowing if we can keep our UK bank accounts and credit cards after the end
of this year, or if it will be legal to have our hard earned pensions paid from the UK to
an EU bank account.
The current media coverage seems to be the result of customers in certain countries
receiving a letter saying their accounts will be closed, while customers in other
countries appear uneffected.
According to Lloyds bank: “We have written to a small number of customers living
in affected EU countries to let them know that due to the UK’s exit from the EU,
regrettably we will no longer be able to provide them with some UK-based banking
services. We want to keep customers informed and offer advice on next steps.”
If you have had a letter from your bank warning of account closure, we would like to
hear fom you. Please send an email to following address and tell us your bank name,
how long you have lived in the EU and in which country: webmessage@ecreu.com

Confusion Reigns in Spain

‘News’ is circulating by social media and word of mouth that the new TIE (Tarjeta de
Identidad de Extranjero) residency document will be mandatory in 2021, resulting in
some panic and UK citizens paying unnecessary fees.
This is not true. Advice is that at some time you will be required to change to a TIE,
but not yet. Some of us have made the change but that was our choice. You can see
definitive information on the UK Government web site (go to Spanish section) from this link:
http://gov.uk
The cost of the changing your Residencia to a TIE is 12€ for the government fee, plus the cost of a Spanish
passport type photo. If you speak a bit of Spanish you can do it yourself.
Be aware that there are many solicitors, gestors and others with websites offering to do it all for you who may
charge substantial fees for their services, but still expect you to do most of the work yourself.
ECREU and other citizens’ rights groups in Spain have worked with the Embassy and the Spanish ministry to
make the process as easy as possible.
The following link will download a pdf document which will help you fill out the on-line application form, plus
a word document with more detailed notes. This was written specifically for those of us living in Alicante, but
everything should be the same elsewhere.
Download pdf example form here: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/example-form.pdf
Additional notes as a Word document here: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/instructions-for-getting-a-tie.doc
Remember that being legally registered in Spain also means being ‘on the padrón’ at your Town Hall. Do check
from time to time that you have not slipped off the list. You must re register every 5 years anyway (if you have
a residencia or TIE) and 2 years if not. Also make sure that you are on the list to vote. British people on the
padrón can vote in local Spanish elections but not in European Elections.
more......
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Health issues are always a concern to Brits in Spain, but we note that despite spikes in Covid 19, hospital
appointments for consultations lost during the State of Alarm are now resuming. Many are by telephone. So
that’s a good reason to keep your Spanish up to scratch. See the link for more health details:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-spain-including-the-balearic-and-canary-islands
The British Embassy runs really informative Facebook Live sessions. The first was on Residency last week,
see: https://www.facebook.com/BritsInSpain/
The others are (provisionally):
30 September 13.00 Healthcare
13 October 18.00 Pensions, benefits, working and driving
27 October 13.00 Travel (including EHIC, passports and airport queues)
10 November 18.00 Education (including Studying in Spain, implications for residency and healthcare)
24 November 18.00 Swallows
1 December 18.00 Residency (2)
8 December 18.00 General
Finally, Driving Licences and Driving licence appointments are still very difficult to get in order to exchange a
UK driving licence for a Spanish one. The Embassy (and us) have made the Spanish government very aware of
this problem. You can exchange your driving licence in any province, it does not need to be the one in which
you live. We have been asked to encourage you to keep trying.
The Embassy assures us that nothing will change on the recognition or exchange of UK licences before the end
of this year. The rules for recognition from 1 January 2021 onwards are still subject to negotiations and more
information on this will be available. For the Living in Spain guide to keep up to date, sign up to the email
alerts at: https://www.gov.uk/email-signup/?topic=/world/living-in-spain
Finally, a questionnaire which ECREU in Spain supports....
https://eurocitizens2020.blogspot.com/2020/09/eurocitizens-survey-130920-registration.html
We again remind our members that ECREU and BiE sites, together with the British Embassy website and post
are the reliable places to go to. Don’t get caught up in panicky facebook comments!
Margaret & Gerald Hales - margarethales@ecreu.com

Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Spain - margarethales@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has more than 11,260 members in all EU countries
plus the UK:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:
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